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TA STING TIPS

TEMPERATURE  — White wines should be served 
between 8�°et 12�C, red wines between 16�°and 18�C.

GLASSES  — The shape of the glass has a significant effect 
on the perception of the wine’s aromas. Traditionally in Bordeaux, 
a tulip-shaped glass filled to one-third is used. 

AERATION  — A young red wine can be poured into a carafe 
to release its aromas. The wine’s age will determine 
how long beforehand it should be decanted. 

DECANTING  — A natural deposit may form 
in the bottle, a sign that your wine is ageing well: 
decanting carefully will remove any sediment.

Preserving and sharing the spirit, history and culture of Bordeaux’s wines 

The Académie du Vin de Bordeaux has been publishing its Code des Millésimes (Vintage Guide) 
since 1954 to assist wine enthusiasts when purchasing and opening Bordeaux’s wines. 

Established by a panel of experts, this guide provides information, for each vintage 
and each colour of wine, on its Quality, Evolution and Power or Richness: “Dry white wines, 
while very pleasant when young, evolve to express the subtleties of their character as they age.

Over time, sweet wines reveal the complexity of their flavours. Red wines are often 
seductive in their early years; wine enthusiasts enjoy following their evolution 

as they gradually reveal their full potential”.

The digital version of the Code des Millésimes
is currently being developed.
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SWEET WHITE WINES

RED WINES

 DRY WHITE WINESQUALITY

POWER - RICHNESS

EVOLUTION

Excellent

Fruity, delicate, lively
Well-balanced, refined, elegant
Mature, full-flavoured, very refined

Refined, fruity, elegant
Well-balanced, rich, harmonious
Full-bodied, well-structured

Refined, fruity, elegant
Round, balanced, concentraded
Rich, opulent, complex

DRY WHITE WINES

SWEET WHITE WINES

RED WINES

Generally good

Uneven, some very good wines

Fruity young wines with 
a long future ahead of them

Have acquired some maturity
and will continue to develop

At their peak

Excellent maturity, may continue
to evolve in good cellar conditions
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WINE MERCHANT

Ballande et Meneret – Compagnie Médocaine des Grands Crus –  Crus & Domaines de France 
C.V.B.G. – DIVA – Duclot – Joanne –  Les Vins de Crus S.A. Mostermans et Darquey 

Mähler-Besse – Maison Dubos – Maison Ginestet S.A. – Maison Sichel – Mestrezat Grands Cru 
Millésima – Nath. Johnston & Fils Sobovi – The Wine Merchant – Ulysse Cazabonne 

Veyret Latour – Vindême – Wineandco

WINE BROKERS

Bureau Blanchy & de Lestapis – Bureau de courtage Balaresque
Bureau Lévêque & associés – Les Grands Crus SAS – Tastet Lawton

INSTITUTION

Fédération des Grands Vins de Bordeaux

MARGAUX

Château Brane-Cantenac
Château Dauzac
Château Desmirail
Château d’Issan
Château Durfort-Vivens
Château du Tertre
Château Giscours
Château Kirwan
Château Margaux
Château Marquis de Terme
Château Prieuré-Lichine
Château Rauzan-Ségla
Château Siran

GRAVES

Château Carbonnieux
Château de Fieuzal
Château Ferrande
Château Haut-Bailly
Château Haut-Brion
Château La Louvière
Château La Mission Haut-Brion
Château Larrivet Haut-Brion
Château Latour-Martillac
Château Malartic-Lagravière
Château Olivier
Château Pape Clément
Château Rahoul
Château Smith Haut Lafitte
Domaine de Chevalier

MOULIS

Château Chasse-Spleen
Château Maucaillou
Château Poujeaux

PAUILLAC

Château Batailley
Château Clerc Milon
Château d’Armailhac
Château Grand-Puy Ducasse
Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste
Château Haut-Bages Libéral
Château Lafite Rothschild
Château Latour
Château Lynch-Bages
Château Mouton Rothschild
Château Pichon Baron
Château Pichon-Longueville 
Comtesse de Lalande
Château Pontet-Canet

POMEROL

Château Beauregard
Château Clinet
Château Gazin
Château La Conseillante
Château La Fleur-Pétrus
Château Latour Pomerol
Château L’Evangile
Château Petit-Village
Château Rouget
Château Trotanoy
Pétrus
Vieux Château Certan

SAINT-ESTÈPHE

Château Calon Ségur
Château Capbern
Château Cos d’Estournel
Château Cos-Labory
Château de Pez
Château Lafon-Rochet
Château Montrose
Château Phélan Ségur

SAINT-JULIEN

Château Beychevelle
Château Branaire-Ducru
Château Ducru-Beaucaillou
Château Gloria
Château Gruaud-Larose
Château Léoville Barton
Château Talbot

SAINT-ÉMILION

Château Bélair-Monange
Château Canon
Château Canon-La-Gaffelière
Château Cap de Mourlin
Château Chauvin
Château Cheval Blanc
Château Corbin Michotte
Château Dassault
Château de Ferrand
Château-Figeac
Château Fombrauge
Château La Dominique
Château Larcis Ducasse
Château La Serre
Château Trottevieille
Clos Fourtet

HAUT-MÉDOC

Château Coufran
Château de Camensac
Château de Lamarque
Château La Lagune
Château Lanessan

LISTRAC

Château Fonréaud
Château Fourcas Dupré
Château Fourcas Hosten

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF THE ACADÉMIE DES VINS DE BORDEAUX

SAUTERNES & BARSAC

Château Bastor-Lamontagne
Château Climens
Château Coutet
Château de Fargues
Château de Myrat
Château Doisy-Daëne
Château Doisy-Védrines
Château d’Yquem
Château Filhot
Château Guiraud
Château La Tour Blanche
Château Nairac
Château Rieussec
Château Sigalas Rabaud
Château Suduiraut


